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Dr. Wilson has received a letter from Donald Dial written on September 
12th from somewhere. in France. After describing his various wanderings and doings 
in Britein, he writes, "and then onto a boat. which eventually brought us to France, 
We at first camped out about two miles from the . General Hospital. I visited 
several times and saw Bob Patterson who has a very nice setup. Neil Rogers and 
Chuck Herndon recently joined thems ‘Two weeks ago several of us were detached as 
temporary chiefs to the | Auxiliary Surgical Group which has just come over. That 
meant working out in a néw pasture but this time in pup tents and with rain about 
every fifteen minutes. That finally ended two days ago with a long trip to the 
outskirts of a large end interesting city, where we have temporary headquarters in 
the grounds of a large former. women’s hospital which is in process of being set up. 
for use by another general hospital. Some of,our teams are soon going to duty near 
one of the battle fronts and I myself am going this afternoon to a nearby general 
hospital which I'm told is getting quite early casualties and which is very busy. 
In’ this’ organization I found) two R. & C. nurses, 2nd Lts,. Lyons and Pfaff both of 
whom would be glad to receive the Re &C. Also in the __ General is Lt. Elsis6 
Cross, one of K.G*s former pupils - we also have Norman Smith, formerly of the 
‘plaster room. While we were in our pup tent bivousc I walked down the road a half 
mile and found Bill Cooper’. He sends his regards to everyone. (Thanks, Don, for 
the addresses of Lt. Lyons, Pfaff, and Cross. We will be glad to put them on the 
mailing list.) | caved neh 


| \irs. Anne Schoppuen, Cashier in the Clinic, received a call the other day 
from @ polio patient who wanted to cancel his appointment for a treatment in the 
Pond down in the cellar. 


Lt. & Mrs. Lynn Callin announce the birth of a daughter, Rachel, on 
August 22nd." Lt. Callin is stationed at Camp LeJeune, N.C. awaiting orders. Lynn 
writes, "Well, I've gone and done ite-become a father, and if she grows as fast as 
her appetite would indicate, I'll be a grandparent in no time.” We have heard that 
Lynn has become pretty handy like all the Marines, with a Garand rifle and carbine. 


Hagop Melkonian, better know as Jake, who has been one of our painters 
for over 20 years, is retiring on October l. We have not had a more faithful em= 
ployee than Jake, He has always taken a personal interest in the hospital and his 
work, We will all miss his splendid craftsmanship and his very pleasant personalitye 
We all wish you the best of luck, Jake. 


Dr. Ke G- Hansson has received a letter from Lt. Elsie Cross, physical 
therapist trained in this hospital, She writes from "Somewhere in France", “And 
‘here Iam = living in an abandoned cow pasture = absolutely no modern conveniences. 
(Almost forgot — we have just. been given a 6<holer to replace our slit trench.) 


noe 


I met Major Patterson the other day, Their hospital is just down the street from 
here. Major Don Dial is with us but is at present on D.S. We have just been joined 


by Norman Smith, formally in the R. & Ce plaster room. So little by little, we are 
forming an Re. & C. groupe* 


Major Edmund M. Joyner, III, writes us from the Pacific. We are glad to 
report having heard from Major Joyner as we do not recall having heard from him 
since he went into the service. He writes, "We trained for @ year on a small island 
in Boston Harbor and have been. on small. islands ever since. We came overseas a year 
ago, spent a short-time in Austrehia and then moved north = the first general hospi- 
tal north of Australia. We expected to see a nice hospital already for us but in= 
stead found ourselves and equipment put down in a 6 ft. high kunai grass field just 
at dark and in the pouring rain with the cheerful words, *This' is your hospital’, 

We then turned into engineers and constructed a hospital of native structures, which 
promptly washed and blew down one,.week after we opened. There was 15 inches of rain 
in less than 8 hours, and the top soil just shifted and dow everything came. Fortu- 
nately, no patients or personnel were hurt. We again rebuilt using prefabricated 
buildings and ended up with a swell plant. We operated for 6 months, then moved 
again and are now waiting for our new site to be cleared of japs and jungle. My 

work is a far cry from doing Pediatrics as for 8 months I have been executive 

officer of the outfit. The medical service has been exceptionally busy with skin 
conditions and psychiatric cases the most numerous, == typhus, dengue and malaria 

the most. interesting cases we have seen.” He sends his regards to everyone, 


Dr. Hansson has heard from Cmdr. Frank Carr, The Tesk Force with which he 
was with were in all the mjor engagements,’ —- Hollandia, Truk, Saipan, Guam, and 
they were the first to hit-the Bonins 500 miles from Tokio, They were also in the 
attack on the Jap Fleet. He writes, “The destroyers and subs did a beautiful job 
of. rescue work when our planes were lost in the water or the pilots had to bail out, 
IT had an opportunity to do some fracture work, and the Stader Splint worked beauti- 
fully. We have had a very happy ship and e lucky one." ) 


We quote from.a letter received by K.G. from Lt. Joan Bell, former physio= 
therapy student. She writes, “I just want to tell you what a wonderful place this 
is. The hospital is the former Miami Biltmore Hote] and is beautiful. We heave a, 
large department which is very well equipped and very busy." | 


_... Wag has received a letter from Lt. Col. Lowell Thoms. He writes, "Our 
little spot here in Persia is a far cry from 42nd Street and my pleasant associations 
at 321 East. But every few days when the bulletin comes along, it's easy to imagine 
myself back in R. & C. for @ brief but congeniel spell. I should lake you, to know 
that I was very happy there under your direct influence, and though you may not have 
detected it at the time, I learned many things from you. I often find myself con- 
sciously trying to imitate your directness of approach to problems,” 


_ ft the Staff Conference Luncheon least Monday some of the sandwiches were 
labeled “smoked butts". Some of the staff wanted to know whether they were some 
of the smoked butts of the Director of the:hospital. Despite the label, they seemed 
to be enjoyed.by all. 


This calle to our mind Wag's complaint on the sandwiches. He says the 
sandwiches that are sold at the Corner Shop taste much better. The Director’s re- 
tort to that is that they are mde exactly the same, and the reason they taste 
better is because they cost 20g, 


~~ 
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Another letter has been received by KeG. from one of his bevy of physical 
therapists. This one comes from Lt. Frarces Dunlop. She writes, "Our war front 
moves 80 rapidly that we think the struggle cannot continue too Many more months, 
Though many of our Allies have been in the fight much longer, we are becoming a bit 
Jaded, Military life is after all an unnatural one and especially when it is 
associated constantly with suffering and death, one longs for the end of it and the 
beginning of constructive living, Hardy and I have been to Rome via Military con 
veyance, the most uncomfortable in the world, Here is a fascinating city of worldly 
people, the seat of a gigantic religious history. We saw the famous Palazzo Vonezia, 
Mussolini's chamber of horrors with the famous balcony where he made his jaw pro= 
truding speeches, the ancient ruins where early Romans conceived their laws and 
Cicero mde history and our textbooks. And, of course, we went to Vatican City, a 
stupendous affair having a crushing sort of grandeur. The third physical therapist, 
Miss Schneider of Englewood, NeJe, is to be married in Qctober. TY will sing at the 
Wedding such numbers as *I Love Thee* by Grieg and "Ave Mariat by Schubert and wear 
a long civilian dress," 


The Editor appreciates receiving a letter from Frank J. Santangelo, Sc 2/ce 
He writes, "Today I have received the paper you had sent on out to me, I really did 
enjoy reading it. It was like being home again to read about all the people with 
whom I had once worked. Hawaii is a pretty spot. I am going to buy a reel of film 
which our photographer had taken of all the sites here on the island of Oahu and 
mybe some day when this war is over, I will visit all the friends I knew at the 
hospital and show them to you all as a treat for your kind remembrance of me," 
Frank was connected with the Information Desk and helped operate the switchboard, 


S/LDR. KeH. Running who wes here on the Medical Service in 1939 writes the 
Editor es follows; "I must apologize for not forwarding my new address at an 
earlier date. In April of this year, I received a posting Overseas and at present 
am in charge of a Station Hospital in Northern England with the R.CeAcF. Heavy 
Bomber Group. As @ point of interest, I think that perhaps I qualify as one of your 
earlier members in the Society of Majors in the present war, heving attained my pres} 
ent rank of Squadron Leader, equivalent to Mejor, in Sept. 1941. The work here is 
quite interésting although casualties in the aircrew since D-Day have been amazingly 
light. Any of our créw who are shot up over Europe and are fortunate enough to 
reach the Inglish coast, usually force land at an emergency drome in Southern England 
and quite frequently at American airfields. We suspect the reason for the latter is 
thet our aircrew enjoy a visit with their American friends, and incidently receive 
@ good breakfast including orenge juice or grapefruit juice which is entirély absent 
from the diet list in our messes," 


We are happy to have heard from Dr. Ben L. Schoolfield of Dallas, Texas, 
who writes, "I notice that you have added Dr. William A. Downes to the Honor Roll of 
World Wear I. It occurs to me that there are several more names that might be added, 
I entered Re & C. the latter part of 1919 after serving overseas as a first lieuten- 
ant in the medical corps and most of the others who were there at the time had also 
served in the army. You have already mentioned the late Dr. Barclay W. Moffat who 
is one of those jm a group photograph here in my office and made in the operating 
room at the R. & C. during the winter of 1919-20. The others besides myself who 
have been in the army were Dr. Theodore Allen Willis of Cleveland, Ohio, and Dr. 
Edward Young Kau, a Chinese from the Hawaiian Islands. The latter was an American 
citizen and went out to China after his few months in the Re & Ce I have not heard 
from him since. Dr. James A. Bost of Houston; Texas, followed us there as did Dr. 
Wyant of Pennsylvania, Of course, none of us was a graduate of Re & C. prior to 


am “ 


the Wer, but we might be entitled to. being added to the list for having been there 

after the War. I was’in Bese Hospital #57 in‘the Latin Quarter of Faris and later” 
did-nostegradiate work in the (miversite de Lyon." Wa are véry greteful to Dr. avn 
Schoolfiela for this informtion, and the above gentlemen are elected to our Honor - 
Roll of World War Ie) -° : ! | » bast, 


Miss Ethel Willmer, the Dean of the Sfho2l of Physical Therapy and Instruc- 
tor in corrective excercides, is very much interested in Major Homer Pheasant's 
-observations'on the feot of the natives who heve "never worn shces", since’ she has 


to substantiate the findings but thet it vould seem to be of value if Major Pheasant 
could ¢6t some pictures of those barefooted natives. She would like to suggest that 
a still of e group in the action of wiiking is useful.since it is ppt to showall.— 
stagos of the step, esdecially a’front, a side and @lso a back view. ‘Since posture. 
is dependent upon the function of the foot, she feels that such pictures might be. 
of interest in research on posture. 


Stephanie Matelwich, Practical Nurse on Ward 9 and in the Clinic, has left 
us to join the Waves. Miss Matelwich started her training September lst at Hunter | 
College. This mkes the séventieth member of our staff whose name goes on our .Honor 


Dr. Milton Helpern, our Director of Laboratories pro tem, has been grented 
a leave of absence to carry out an assignment overseas as a Special Consultant for | 
several months to the Army Air Forces. 


Captain Rufus (Red) Alldredge visited the hospitel on September 20th. 
After being at Walter Reed for 13 months, he has been transferred to Englend Generel 
Hosnital, at Atlantic City. Hse had been thore for 5 wecks when the hurricane 
knocked them out of business and forced them to evacuate to Halloran Hospital 
“temporarily. However, they expect to be back at England General very soon. Red’ is 
Chief of the new Amputation Section there, He reports» that Ted Geiger and Ted Lynn 
are both still at Walter Keed with Tommy Thompson, of 


Cmdr. Mal Stevens has returned from England and has visited us in the 
hospital on a number of occasions. He is. awaiting @ new assignment. 


For those badminton enthusiasts, it may interést you to know that a group 
is now organizing for the coming season. 


WANTED: STAMPS FOR THE WOUNDED 


There is a movement on foot to collect cancelled postage 
stamps to be distributed to the wounded in hospitals. We have 
been told that all stamps, no mtter how common, will be grate~ 
fully received, Neither should the quantity deter anyone from 
contributing to their collection, which recalls to our minds 
+he lines from "Little Things” by Julia A. Fletcher Carney, 

"Little drops of weter 

Little grains of sand 

Makes the mighty ocean and the pleasant land." 
Please send or bring stamps to the office of the Editor who 
will see that they are sent to the proper agency for distribu- 
tion among the wounded. 


pat es 


‘ Ted Lynn writes Dr. Wilson from the Walter Reed Hospital, "I have been here 
just a month, which is about the time it takes to find one's way around such an im- 
posing place. I have one forty-four bed ward of Orthopaedic patients, nearly all of 
them surgical problems. ‘Ye have excellent convalescent facilities here so the 

turnover of patients is fairly rapid, There is always more work than one can get 
done in a day, and it is altogether most stimulating. Each of us has an active 
consultation practice at appointed times, out-patient department assignments, 
meetings to attend, form) rounds, a regular operating schedule; all of this in 
addition to regular ward duties in caring for patients and planning their treat- ~{ 
ments. Col. Thompson hasn't changed in this time. He is still full of energy and 
ideas, and it is good to be with him again". 


We see from a bulletin which we have received from the New York Academy of 
Medicine that on Friday, November 10th at 4:30 p.m., Lt. Col. T. C. Thompsan, Chief 
of the Orthopaedic and Amputation Sections, Walter Reed General Hospital, will 
lecture on "War Fractures". 


The above 45 @ sketch reproduction of ar X-ray sear 
in by» lowell Thomas, Ukowing” a little orthopaedte_- ; 
problem which consronted him, ty Samrer> 
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